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party, the struggle was really the same as that which
had placed Henry IV. on the throne; it was a
faction fight between two branches of the royal house.

The efforts of the opposition were directed first of
all against Suffolk, who was duly impeached (1450).
To save his friend's life, Henry banished him, but, on
on his way to France, the minister was intercepted
and executed, no doubt at the instigation of York.
Somerset took the place of De la Pole, but his
government was equally unpopular. The Duke of
York had been sent away to Ireland to restore order
in that country, and was thus condemned to a kind
of honourable banishment; but when the news of the
battle of Formigny arrived, the men of Kent rose
under Jack Cade, and demanded the dismissal of
Somerset and the return of York. The outbreak had
hardly been quelled, when the duke appeared to urge
the same demands in person. Taking advantage
of Henry's absence in the West, he moved upon
London ; was deceived by the king and disbanded
his forces, only to find that Somerset remained in
favour. For a while peace was procured, but the
country was in a condition of anarchy. The members
of the two parties engaged in private wars, and it
was obvious that an open attack upon the king was
merely postponed.

One cause which led the Duke of York to refrain
from an open attack upon Henry was the fact that
he was heir to the throne, but this was presently
removed by the birth of a Prince of Wales. Almost
at the same time the king went out of his mind, and
the duke was made Protector. His triumph now